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ARTIST IN CONVERSATION - PODCAST
If you'd like to hear Paul Rooney talk about his new film 
piece Lost High Street, then download our podcast from   
www.collectivegallery.net

SELECTED BIOGRAPHY
Paul Rooney was born in Liverpool in 1967 and trained at 
Edinburgh College of Art, graduating in 1991. Rooney has 
had residencies at Dundee Contemporary Arts/ University 
of Dundee VRC, Tate Liverpool and Proyecto Batiscafo, 
Cuba.  Recent exhibition venues include Matt's Gallery, 
London; Tate Britain, London; Kunst-Werke, Berlin; and at 
the Shanghai Biennial, and he was part of British Art Show 
6 which toured around the UK in 2005-2006. Paul Rooney 
currently lives and works in Liverpool.

NEW READING ROOM
This exhibition features the launch of the Reading Room 
with books for browsing selected by Katie Swann in 
response to the new film commission. Along side these are 
some of Paul Rooney's catalogues and recent Collective 
publications to buy. 

THANKS TO (Lost High Street) Emma Rushton and Derek Tyman; Dr 
Robin Stott, the man who videoed the flight of Mathias Rust into Moscow, 
28th May 1987; Jackie Kerr; Sarah Munro, Kirsten Body and all at the 
Collective Gallery.
(Monster) Steve Pearce, Ian Cover, Jeff Richardson of ABC Radio 
Melbourne; Victorian College of the Arts, Melbourne; Paul Bonaventura.



GALLERY 2:
Monster
Duration: 8 minutes.  Single screen video with sound installed 
with two mirrors.
Words: Excerpts from poems by these citizens of Melbourne: Jason Mills, 
Vickie Kosaya, Jane Daniher, Curtis Quelle, Robert Coulson, Sarah 
Robertson, Patricia Foley-Jones, Karen Denby, Sue Parritt, Sam Condon, 
Michael Chew. Also excerpts from 'Frankenstein' by Mary Shelley; 
'Mosquito Control' by William Brodbeck Herms; 'The Sorrows of Young 
Werther', Johann Wolfgang von Goethe; 'Paradise Lost', John Milton; 
'Durer: Innsbruck, 1495' by "Ern Malley".
Voice: Josh Perillo

In the second of the two video works, Monster, a single male 
voice reads a poem, poetically describing the experience of 
walking the streets of a city. The text is collated from 
fragments of poems by Melbourne residents, from sources 
related to the 'fake' Australian poet "Ern Malley" and to 
'Frankenstein' by Mary Shelley. This is voiced over images of 
blurred reflections of people moving around the streets of 
Melbourne, reflected into infinity by two mirrors. 

Paul Rooney's practice makes text, sound and video works 
that focus on the 'voices' of semi-fictional personas, which 
are then presented as written, sung or spoken monologues. 
The works use or reference narrative forms such as short 
stories, songs, audio guides and letters and have, as their 
basis, the nature of individual subjectivity and identity in 
relation to place and history. The narratives voiced by the 
personas sometimes start from a real interview with 
someone Rooney has met but are also as likely to arise from 
a novel, TV documentary or overheard urban myth. 

Rooney is interested in the way our mundane and routine 
world also resonates with constellations of historical 
presences, unfulfilled potentials, and the messiness of our 
subjective experience.

The Collective Gallery are delighted to present the first 
Scottish solo exhibition by Paul Rooney, featuring new 
commissioned work.

The exhibition comprises two video pieces; Lost High Street 
(2008) and Monster (2004). Lost High Street is a new 
Collective commission, filmed in Edinburgh at the beginning 
of May 2008 on board an open top bus doing a tour of 
Edinburgh city centre. 

GALLERY 1:
Lost High Street
Duration: 12 minutes. Single monitor VHS video with sound, transferred to 
DVD.
Words and music: Paul Rooney, with acknowledgements to Hank Williams, 
Aileen of The Edinburgh Tour, and Robert Schumann.
Sound remixing and electronics: Matthew Dalgleish
Aileen on screen: Jenny Richards
Aileen on soundtrack: Jackie Kerr

Lost High Street takes the form of a VHS tourist video, circa 
1987. The viewer sees the trip from the tourist's perspective 
on an open-top bus. As the bus makes its tour round 
Edinburgh, the tourist, (voiced by the artist) comments on 
what he sees and what tour guide Aileen, is telling him. 

The narrative eventually takes a bleak turn as it is revealed 
that the tourist could be stuck forever on a tour that never 
stops; an endless series of circuits around a city that may not 
be Edinburgh at all, but the capital city of a disturbing foreign 
empire in the grip of cold-war paranoia.  The tourist fears he 
may be dead, killed by the empire's security forces because of 
an act of  espionage he has unwittingly committed.  This 
means, he thinks (though he is never sure of any of this), that 
he is now condemmed to repeat his final act, the filming of a 
bus-top tourist video, in a blossom filled, sun-drenched city.  
Forever.

PAUL ROONEY


