
Play Summit
Symposium

10am–6pm, Monday 14 April 2014 
Doges, Templeton on the Green

Play Summit is a three-day event with artist 
Nils Norman and art & architecture collective 
Assemble, which considers the state of 
play in Scotland and beyond.

Programme

10am | Welcome | Nils Norman

10.15am | What is the value of Adventure 
Playgrounds? | Wendy Russell, Senior Lecturer in 
Play and Playwork, University of Gloucestershire
Most people who have come into contact with 
adventure playgrounds understand they are unique 
and special places. Yet trying to say why is tricky. 
Often, because they usually require public funding, 
value is described in terms of usefulness and 
children’s future (crime reduction, developing social 
skills, obesity reduction and so on). Yet the anarchy, 
disorderliness, unpredictability, raw emotions and 
sometimes aggression that characterise these 
spaces mean they don’t look like typical spaces 
for citizenship training. This talk explores play 
and adventure playgrounds across historical and 
contemporary descriptions of their value.

11am | Adventure Play in Berlin | Marcus Schmidt, 
Kolle 37 Adventure Playground
Kolle 37 was founded in 1990. About 100 children 
aged 6 to 16 visit the playground each day. The 
children have the opportunity to build their own 
huts, make fire, work in the garden, watch and work 
with animals or just play. Kolle 37 offers several 
workshops, mostly traditional handcrafts. The 
adventure playground covers about 4,000 square 
metres. Four educational workers and several 
volunteers work here and the district of Berlin-

Pankow finances the personnel costs and a small part 
of the material expenses. 

11.45am | Adventure Play in London | Mark Halden, 
Glamis Adventure Playground
Shadwell Community Project manage Glamis 
Adventure Playground, a community playground 
that enables children and young people to engage 
in supervised play opportunities for free. The 
organisation though has an interest in supporting 
the local community based within Shadwell, young 
and old to lead happier, healthier lives. This shift 
in focus is currently being implemented across the 
organisation. This has been a result of recognising 
the gaps in local provision and the knock-on effects 
this has on the children and young people who attend 
the playground.

12.30pm | Play Sufficiency Assessments, a bit of 
an eye opener! | Mike Barclay, Play Development 
Coordinator with Wrexham Council & Ben Tawil, 
Lecturer in Childhood and Family Studies, Glyndwr 
University
During the winter months of 2012/13 Wrexham 
CBC Play Development Team in partnership with 
Glyndwr University carried out their first play 
sufficiency assessment in line with section 11 of 
the Children and Families (Wales) Measure (2010). 
Using a mixed methods approach; triangulating for 
rigour, credibility and trustworthiness, underpinned 
by theoretical frameworks including Gibson’s (1986) 
concept of affordance, ecological systems theory 



(Bronfenbrenner, 1979, and Lester and Russell, 2008) 
and Fields of Action (Kytta, 2003) we set out to work 
directly and indirectly with nearly 900 people.
 
Sufficiency of opportunities to play came to be 
accepted as the point at which the focus of people’s 
attention was moved from a general sense of 
dissatisfaction in which many subjective and object 
issues needed to be addressed, to a position of 
general satisfaction in which people would only 
highlight minor qualitative adjustments to improve 
their or other’s opportunities for play.
 
Sufficiency of opportunities to play comprises of a 
mutually dependent assemblage of assets across a 
range of themes that work in concert to influence 
people’s subjective experience of sufficiency of 
opportunity to play. During this seminar we will 
explore the methodology, themes and findings and 
reflect on challenges they pose and opportunities 
they present.

1.30pm | Lunch

2.30pm | Adventure Play in Scotland
Meeting the Play Challenge in Scotland | Marguerite 
Hunter Blair, Play Scotland
Adventurous Play Across Scotland | introduced by 
Paul Dickson, Inspiring Scotland with:
Melodie Crumlin, PEEK 
Simon Henderson, Broxburn Family Centre
Matt Robinson, Grounds for Learning
Paul Dickson, Aberdeen Play Forum
Robert Kennedy and Amica Dall, Baltic Street 
Adventure Playground 

4pm | Adventure Play in Japan | Hitoshi Shimamura, 
internationally-renowned playworker and founder of 
TOKYO PLAY
Adventure playgrounds have been the pioneering 
community projects for children in Japan since 
1974. In the risk-averse society, such provision 
provides a precious opportunity for children to enjoy 
their childhood. With the voluntary commitment 
of neighbours, those projects also contribute to 
strengthen the community spirit. Some new-born 
play projects in the area the tsunami devastated in 
the earthquake in 2011 will be shown.

5pm | Closing points | Nils Norman & Tim Gill

6pm | Drinks | supported by Play Scotland
__________________

Nils Norman is an artist who works across the 
disciplines of public art, architecture and urban 
planning. His projects challenge notions of the 
function of public art and the efficacy of mainstream 
urban planning and large-scale regeneration. An 
ongoing area of research within Nils’ practice is 
The Adventure Playground and Playscape Archive, a 
survey of Adventure Playgrounds undertaken by Nils 
since 2002, which has seen iterations as a sculptural 
installation and publication. He is a Professor at 
the Royal Danish Academy of Art and Design, 
Copenhagen, Denmark, where he leads the School of 
Walls and Space.
www.dismalgarden.com

Wendy Russell has worked in the playwork sector 
in the UK for over 35 years, first as a playworker on 
adventure playgrounds in London, then in a number 
of roles including development work, research, and 
education and training. Her consultancy work has 
included training, development, strategic, evaluation 
and research projects for local authorities, the private 
sector and local and national voluntary organisations. 
She is Senior Lecturer in Play and Playwork, 
University of Gloucestershire. Her research interests 
include children’s play, playwork, the politics of 
space, social policy and ethics.

Marcus Schmidt is an educational worker at Kolle 37 
Adventure Playground in Berlin. He studied as a social 
worker, and started working at Kolle 37 in 2005. As 
well as working at the playground he studied for a 
Masters degree in social management. Marcus also 
works on the management of the whole organisation, 
which has other projects like a youth farm, a 
democratic school, kindergardens, and after-school 
clubs.
www.kolle37.de

Mark Halden has a background of working with 
children and young people in Canada and the UK, 
and completed teacher training. He took up the 



management of an adventure playground in Hemel 
Hempstead until 2001 and later managed adventure 
playgrounds in Watford and the Play Service until 
2007. He moved back to Canada 2007-2009, 
spending time in schools trying to improve play 
provision. He returned to the UK and manages Glamis 
Adventure Playground in East London. 
www.shadwellcommunityproject.org

Mike Barclay is Play Development Coordinator with 
Wrexham Council. 
The right to play is a child’s first claim on their 
community. The Play Development Team at Wrexham 
supports communities to ensure that this claim is 
valued and upheld for all children and young people. 
The Play Development Team is based within the 
Prevention and Inclusion department of Children 
and Young People’s services. The team facilitates 
the Play Network and the Strategic Play Forum and 
is represented on NEW Play (North East Wales Play 
Forum).

Ben Tawil is a Lecturer in Childhood and Family 
Studies at Glyndwr University.
Ben studied a degree in Play and Playwork at 
Leeds Metropolitan University. Upon graduating 
he became assistant manager of ‘The Venture’ 
an adventure playground in Wrexham, North 
Wales, one of the UK’s biggest and longstanding 
adventure playgrounds in the UK, and of national 
and international significance. Ben has worked with 
Play Wales as national development officer as well 
as working to develop a BA (Hons) degree in Play 
and Playwork and contributing significantly to the 
development of training and resources to support 
providers to enable children to engage with risk and 
uncertainty in their play.

Play Scotland is the National organisation for play 
in Scotland, working to promote the importance of 
play for all children and young people. Its priorities 
are: Political lobbying for a Play Policy and a Strategic 
Approach to Play in Scotland; Developing Strategic 
Resources to support the Play Sector in Scotland; 
Workforce Development of the Playwork Sector; 
Research into Play Provision in Scotland (space to 
play, time to play, funding for play).
www.playscotland.org

Inspiring Scotland’s aim is to change people’s lives 
for the better through significant long-term funding 
and development support for Scotland’s charities. 
Inspiring Scotland Fund Go2Play aims to support the 
development and expansion of play ranger practice in 
Scotland, creating centres of expertise and enabling 
more children to benefit from free play in Scotland.
www.inspiringscotland.org.uk

PEEK works with children and young people aged 
5-25 living in the East End of Glasgow and North 
of Glasgow – giving them the motivation, self-
confidence and skills they need to change their lives. 
In a typical week, they provide high quality, diverse 
& innovative arts, leisure and free play activities for 
over 450 children and 70 young people.
www.peekproject.org.uk

Broxburn Family Centre is located in the Kirkhill area 
of Broxburn, West Lothian, and provides friendly and 
supportive services for families with young children. 
A project by Family and Community Development 
West Lothian, which has been providing services for 
children and families since 1989.
www.fcdwl.org

Grounds for Learning is the Scottish programme of 
the UK charity Learning through Landscapes and 
supports outdoor learning and play for children. It 
enriches the lives of Scotland’s children by helping 
them to connect with nature, become more active, 
learn outdoors, develop social skills and have fun.
www.ltl.org.uk/scotland

Aberdeen Play Forum is an independent charity 
registered in Scotland and a voluntary organisation 
supported by Aberdeen City Council. Its role is to 
increase play opportunities in Aberdeen – working 
with organisations in Aberdeen City – public, private, 
business, charity, volunteer and community, to raise 
awareness about the importance of play.
www.aberdeenplayforum.org.uk

Baltic Street Adventure Playground is a new 
adventure playground at 427 Baltic Street in 
Dalmarnock, east Glasgow. Kick-started by a Velocity 
Public Art Commission in Spring 2013 awarded to art 
and architecture practice Assemble, and produced 



by Create London, the project has been developed 
in partnership with Dalmarnock People’s Trust and 
construction training centre First Steps Future Skills, 
with the support of countless other individuals and 
local organisations. 

Taking inspiration from the post-war adventure play 
movement, the project set out to meet an immediate 
and pressing need (there were no parks, playgrounds 
or children’s services within walking distance of 
Dalmarnock’s residential area when the project 
began) and explore what adventure play can offer 
to children growing up in an urban environments of 
relative scarcity, and in areas undergoing rapid and 
dramatic re-development and change. 

A package of capital works, including landscaping, 
planting and adaptations to an existing building will 
be delivered on the formerly derelict site over the 
coming months. The site will open fully in June 2014, 
in time for the summer holidays. In the meantime, 
the site is operating as an adventure playground at 
weekends and during the school holidays.
www.balticstreetadventureplay.co.uk
www.createlondon.org/event/baltic-st

Hitoshi Shimamura, born in Tokyo in 1968, is an 
adventure playworker and a playwork trainer. Set up 
TOKYO PLAY in 2010 to create a play-friendly society. 
Has Diploma of Higher Education in Playwork, Leeds 
Metropolitan University, UK. IPA (International Play 
Association: promoting child’s right to play) Regional 
Vice President 2005-2011. Board member of the 
Japan Adventure Playground Association. Director of 
TOKYO PLAY.

Tim Gill is one of the UK’s leading thinkers on 
childhood. For over 15 years his research, writing 
and consultancy work has focused on children’s play 
and free time, and has had a real, positive impact 
on children’s everyday lives. His influential book 
No Fear: Growing up in a risk-averse society was 
published in 2007. His consultancy clients include the 
Greater London Authority, Barnardos, the Forestry 
Commission, the National Trust, Argent plc and 
the London Legacy Development Company, and 
he is a Built Environment Expert for Design Council 
CABE. Tim appears regularly in the mainstream and 
specialist press, and on broadcast media. He blogs at 
his website 
www.rethinkingchildhood.com
__________________

Play Summit is a collaboration between Collective’s 
All Sided Games and Baltic Street Adventure 
Playground.

All Sided Games is a series of off-site commissions, 
placing artists in and around venues built or used for 
the Edinburgh 1970 and 1986 Commonwealth Games 
and in venues to be used for the Glasgow 2014 
Games. It brings people together to make work of 
mutual interest

Collective is a contemporary, visual arts organisation, 
established in 1984 to support a community of 
local artists. Collective now delivers an exciting 
and ambitious programme of new exhibitions, new 
commissions and projects. Collective produces 
major new work by Scotland based and international 
artists who are at a pivotal stage in their 
development.

www.collectivegallery.net


